
Prof. Dr. Thorsten Bonacker 	

Center for Conflict Studies 	
Ketzerbach 11 	
35032 Marburg 	

Germany	
Phone: ++ 49 6421 2824574 	
Fax: ++ 49 6421 2824528	

E-Mail: thorsten.bonacker@uni-marburg.de 	
http://www.uni-marburg.de/konfliktforschung/personal/bonacker 	

	

born February 9, 1970, in Bremen, Germany	

Education and positions  	

1990 – 1996 	 Studies in Sociology, Psychology, Philosoph and Cultural Studies at Marburg University, 	
	 	 graduated  	

1996 – 1999 	 Research Assistant at Carl-von-Ossietzky-University Oldenburg 	

1999 	 	 PhD in Social Sciences Carl-von-Ossietzky-University Oldenburg (summa cum laude)	

1999 – 2004 	 Assistant professor (C1) at Institute for Sociology at Marburg University  	

2002 	 	 Deputy professorship for Sociology Carl-von-Ossietzky-University Oldenburg 	

2004 – 2008 	 Assistant professor (W1) for Peace and Conflict Studies at the Centre for Conflict 	 	
	 	 Studies at Marburg University  	

2008 	 	 Offer of a full professorship (W3) for Political Science at Augsburg University 	 	
	 	 (rejeceted) 	

since 2008 	 Professor (W3) for Peace and Conflict Studies at the Centre for Conflict Studies at 	 	
	 	 Marburg University	

Award	

Award for for excellent teaching by the Hessian Minister for Science and Art (2007)	

Membership in academic associations 	

• German Association for Political Science (DVPW)	

• German Sociological Association (DGS)	

• German Association for Peace and Conflict Studies (AFK) 	

• British International Studies Association (BISA) 	

• International Studies Association (ISA)	

• German Association of Professors and Lectures (DHV)	



Current Positions at Marburg University	

• President’s delegate of European University for Peace, Justice, and Inclusive Societies (EUPeace)	

• Director of the DFG-Collaborative Research Cluster „Dynamics of Security“	

• Director of Master programs in Peace and Conflict Studies 	

• Academic director of the Hessen International Summer School (ISU)	

• Deputy director of the Center for Conflict Studies	

• Member of the board of the Institute for Sociology 	

• Member of the exam board and the board for international affairs at the faculty 	

Positions in institutions and advisory boards 	

• Elected member of the research counsel for social sciences at the German Research Foundation (DFG) 
2016–2024	

• Member of the research board of Stiftung Wissenschaft und Politik (SWP)	

• Member of the advisory board of Institute for Peace and Security Policy (IFSH)	

• Member of the advisory board of the Centre for Peace History at Sheffield University	

• Co-opted member of the Institute for World Society at Bielefeld University	

• Member of the advisory board of the Journal "Die Friedens-Warte“ 	

Reviewer for research projects  	

• German Research Foundation (DFG)	

• Austria Science Fund (FWF)	

• German Academic Exchange Service (DAAD)	

• Heinrich-Bö ll-Foundation	

• German Academic Scholarship Foundation	

• Austria Research Association  	

• Nederlandse Organisatie voor Wetenschappelijk Onderzoek (NWO) 	

• European Commission 	

• German-Israeli-Foundation	

• Bertelsmann-Foundation 	

• Alexander-von-Humboldt-Foundation 	

• Volkswagen-Foundation 	

Reviewer for accreditation and evaluation agencies  	

• ACQUIN (national und international study programs)	

• Wissenschaftsrat	

• Johannes-Rau-Forschungsgemeinschaft	



Selected third party funded projects	

• Marie Skłodowska-Curie Doctoral Network VORTEX: Coping with varieties of radicalization into 
terrorism and extremism (2023-2026, EU, principle investigator, lead University of Malmö )	

• Collaborative research cluster „Dynamics of Security“ (2022-2025)	

• (De-)Securitisation in international trusteeship administrations (2014-2025, subproject of the DFG-
collaborative research cluster „Dynamics of Security“)	

• Postcolonial hierarchies in peace and conflict (2023-2026, BMBF)	

• Transformations of political violence (2023-2026, BMBF)	

• Reparation politics of victim organizations in transitional justice (2021-2024, DFG)	

• Translate sexuality: A comparative study on the localization of international standards for sex 
education in school education contexts (2020-2023, Fritz-Thyssen-Foundation)	

• Integration of work-based learning in peace, conflict and security studies (Erasmus, 2020-2023)	

• Integrated international study programs: Double and joint degree peace and conflict studies (DAAD, 
2011-2026)	

• Peacetraining.eu (2016-2018, EU Research and Innovation Programme Horizon 2020)	

• Localisation of global institutions: A comparative analysis of development programs on sexual and 
reproductive rights (2013-2018, Fritz-Thyssen-Foundation)	

• Conflict regions in Eastern Europe (partner for knowledge transfer, directed by Gießen Center on 
Eastern Europe Studies)	

• Institution-Centered conflict studies. Applied research methods and teaching in the Caucasus (Partner, 
2015-2018, Volkswagen-Foundation, directed by FU Berlin)	

• The institutionalisation of interpretative power in international administrations. An analysis of 
transitional authority in Kosovo and Cambodia (2010-2014, DFG)	

• Human rights in conflict: The role of civil society (EU 6. framework, directed by LUISS, Rome, 
2007-2009)	
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